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THE COUNCIL 
 

City of Palm Valley election results were presented at the Council meeting held May 17th.  The top three candidates 

elected to office were John Widger with 121 votes, Deborah Owens Wright with 146 votes and Cynthia A Thompson 

with 142 votes.  Each newly elected official was sworn into office by Cameron County District Court Judge David 

Sanchez.  The Council voted unanimously to appoint John Widger to serve as Mayor Pro Tem for 2016-2017.  Widger 

willingly accepted this added responsibility.  We thank each of the newly elected officials for their dedication to our 

city.   

Mayor Rivera presented Cissie Nesmith with an appreciation plaque for her year of service on the Council.  She also 

received a portfolio folder with the new city logo embossed.  Mayor Rivera also gifted Judge David Sanchez with an 

embossed portfolio as a thank you for his assistance. 

 

John Widger (top left), 

Debe Wright (top right), 

Cynthia Thompson 

(bottom left), Cissie 

Nesmith (bottom right) 

 

 
 

*Next City Council 

Meeting is scheduled 

for July 19th, 2016  

at 5:00 pm* 



MUNICIPAL CLERKS WEEK was May 1st – 7th!  This week is 
designated to celebrate municipal clerks all over Texas who support 
our cities year-round!  Some of our city secretary duties include 
recording the minutes of each City Council meeting; ensuring copies 
of ordinances, resolutions, and all other documents authorized by 

the City Council are up to date and recorded accordingly; heading 
up the yearly elections; and several other duties too numerous to list.  
We thank our City Secretary, Sylvia R Trevino, for all her hard work 
and dedication to the City of Palm Valley!  Be sure to express your 
gratitude at your next opportunity! 

 
 

FROM THE DESK OF CHIEF GARCIA          

Report any suspicious activity to 873-1500   
 

On May 4th just before midnight, one of our Officers saw two suspicious male 
subjects standing between two residences on La Cana Circle. As the officer 
attempted to contact them, they jumped in their vehicle and fled the area at a high 

rate of speed. The Officer pursued but lost the vehicle in the area of Dilworth and Graham Rd. The residences on 
La Cana Circle were checked and no break-ins were found. The vehicle was a 2008 Mercury Grand Marquis 
registered out of San Benito.  
 

On May 10th, this same vehicle was seen leaving the Stuart Place Country Club after a report of a possible 
break-in at their clubhouse late at night. We assisted Harlingen PD and the vehicle was stopped and the 
occupants were arrested.  
 

On May 11, Primera PD received reports of vehicle break-ins that occurred overnight.  
 

The upcoming summer months usually coincide with an increase in criminal activity.  Let’s not 
let our guard down.  Please continue to do the following: 

  Lock your car doors at night 

  Close garage doors when the garage is not being used or occupied 

  Secure sheds & storage areas 

  Keep exterior lights ON 

  Complete a “Patrol Request” form when out of town for an extended period  
 

Palm Valley Neighborhood Watch Program (NWP)  The success of the 

Neighborhood Watch Program is dependent upon the commitment of concerned and 
involved residents of Palm Valley.  Historically, along with the warmer weather of 
Summer, criminal activity increases. We have been extraordinarily effective in 
eliminating the vehicular and residential break-ins that plagued the City in the past. This 
was only made possible by the volunteer work of the NWP members and our small 
Police Force.  Volunteers are urgently required. I ask that each resident review their 
calendars to see if an hour or two a week is free to volunteer to the NWP to assist in 
keeping our beautiful City safe and secure. Volunteers are only asked to be observers 
and to report any suspicious persons, vehicles or activity to the Palm Valley Police at 956-873-1500. 

Will you be the next resident that joins? 
To join or to seek more information, please contact me:  956-873-1600 / email:  palm_valley_nwp@arcjr.com 

Charlie Ramsey - Palm Valley NWP Coordinator 

mailto:palm_valley_nwp@arcjr.com


THE BUZZ… dedicated to citizen comments on a “topic of interest”.  

A current topic that is making a “buzz” is the request made by Janice 

Hahn Robinson, who owns Angel Care Homes.  At the May 17th 

meeting, she expressed an interest in turning her residence (located at 

1016 PVD East) into an assisted living business.  She stated she expects to house up to 10 clients at this 

location.  Currently, the City of Palm Valley has an ordinance preventing such a business.  Mayor Rivera 

agreed to place this item on the next Council meeting agenda.     

 

Another issue brought to the City Council is a concern over the narrow streets of Jack Nicklaus, Sam Snead, 

Byron Nelson and Arnold Palmer.  According to Mayor Rivera, various citizens brought up the concern that 

emergency vehicles will not be able to navigate safely down these streets if the need arises when two 

vehicles are parked on opposite sides.  Chief Garcia researched these concerns and determined that there 

would be traffic problems and has recommended the City consider various sections of these streets be 

designated as “no parking”.  Chief Garcia concurred that the safety of our citizens is top priority.   
 

Send your thoughts to juliecmartin236@aol.com 
 

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD ~ Palm Valley Day   
Thank you to everyone who attended and volunteered to make this year’s Palm Valley Day Festival a 
success!  Our fun filled festivities included Local Vendors, Bouncy Houses, Face Painting, Food, Live 
Music, Obstacle Course, Pet Fashion Show, Pony Rides and more!  Over 100 people attended, and we 
hope everyone had a great time.  
  
We’d like to send a special thank you to all of the sponsors, 
vendors, Harlingen Country Club, and the City of Palm Valley 
for generously supporting the festival. Without their time, talents 
and donations none of this would have been possible.  
Thank you ~ Sylvia Rivera 
 
Sponsors: State Farm Kay Conly  

Caldwell Banker Impact Properties  
Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation  
First Community Bank 
Fast Signs 
The Paw Pantry  

 
 

THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY’S 2ND ANNUAL FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK 

Our 2nd Annual event was another success!  We had 
109 participants this year with Lone Star Pacesetters 
managing the race, which went off without a hitch!  
The event was spearheaded by Councilwoman, Julie 
Martin.  Many of our Councilmembers volunteered 
their time as did several of the 2016 candidates.  Our 
registration volunteers included Melissa Mitchell 
(resident), and both Councilwomen, Debe Wright and 
Cissie Nesmith.  Volunteers for additional areas included Cynthia Thompson (newly elected 
Councilwoman), Paul Powers, as well as Charles Ramsey and his wife.  Councilman Joe Jones 
ensured we had EMS present throughout our event.   

(CHECK OUT OUR “WINNER’S PODIUM” FLYER WITH THE FINAL PLACEMENTS) 

mailto:juliecmartin236@aol.com


The National Junior Honor 
Society had 15 volunteers 
present from Cano Freshman 
Academy and Gutierrez Middle 
School to assist in our three 
water stations, Kids Zone, finish 
line cheer squad & refreshments 
stand.  Thank you to all the 
teens! 

Chief Garcia, our officers and several cadets ensured 
runners safety.  They arrived before dawn to set up 
cones and barricades for the 1 mile and 5K routes.  They did an exceptional job 
controlling traffic.  Chendo Flores’ (head of our Public Works Dept.) assistance 
was instrumental in ensuring we had generators for our Kids Zone, ensuring our 
City streets and HCC parking lot remained clean, along with a very long list of 
additional needs for our event.  Thank you to all of you! 

Sylvia Trevino, our City Secretary 
participated in the 5K Run for a 
second year in a row.  She 
crossed the finish line with a 
smile on her face!  Way to go 
Sylvia! 

We’d also like to thank HCC for supporting our event by 
allowing us to use their parking lot and bathroom 
facilities.  We are grateful for our relationship.   

Additional gratitude goes out to all our sponsors listed below. 

LONE STAR PACESETTERS discounted their management fees while still 
providing full services.  In fact, several of the members participated in our 
event.  The event ran as smooth as possible.  Special thanks goes to Nancy 
Rodriguez &  Rick Seija (both PV residents) in addition to several of their 

key personnel – Connie & Raymond 
Cisneros, and Eddie Chapa.   

FASTSIGNS donated signage and banners 

to promote our event.  On the day of the race, they provided 

motivational signs along the 1 mile & 5K routes for our runners.  We 

thank them for their relationship in 

our event!  Special thanks go out to 

Rose Snell and her FastSigns team 

who provided several creative sign 

ideas and participated in the event! 

TOTAL REHAB / INSTITUTE OF CHILD HEALTH SERVICES 

sponsored our kid activities which kept kids busy while parents ran the 

5K.  Their creative activities were fun for kids of all ages.  Thank you to 

Kara Smith who helped make this happen.  



FROST BANK, JOE JONES STATE FARM AGENCY & UPS provided multiple items for the kid goodie 

bags.  Each child participating in the event received a goodie bag when crossing the finish line.  They 

were filled with safety coloring books, crayons, safety lights, pens, and pencils.  The kids enjoyed their 

reward at the end of the race.  

Participants from Cameron County Clerk’s office are 

pictured to the right.  Recently re-elected Sylvia Garza Perez, 

Cameron County Clerk, sponsored several of her staff from 

Brownsville, Harlingen and San Benito offices.  A few of the 

employees made it to the winner’s circle!  We thank 

Cameron County for supporting our event! 
 

Yard of the 
Month ~ The Hamans were awarded Yard of the Month in 
April.  They thank their yardman, Ramiro Rodriguez and 
crew for the upkeep of their native yard.  

Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2006-4; Article 8-300 Parking 

of Vehicles; was passed, approved and adopted at the May 17 th City Council 
meeting. 
Whereas, the City Council of Palm Valley has determined the existence of 

vehicles, other than automobiles and non-commercial passenger trucks to be a means of everyday transportation; and 
Whereas, the use of these vehicles deems it necessary that they be allowed to be parked in the residents’ driveways and open 
carports; and Now, Therefore be it ordained that Ordinance No 2006-4, Article 8-300: Parking of vehicles; Section 8-303(1) is 
amended to now read; 
Sec. 8-303 EXCEPTIONS 

1.  Non-commercial personal/family automobile or small non-commercial passenger trucks, (licensed as such and up 
to and including ¾ ton), motorcycles in operable coindition and with current registration and inspections stickers, 
and golf carts may be parkd on a City street, subject to other provisions of the Code of Ordinances or parked on a 
lot, provided that any such vehicle is parked on an improved driveway. 

It is understood that all other provisions of the current ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.  
 

Mayor Rivera, his wife, Sylvia and the City Secretary, Sylvia Trevino attended a Texas Municipal League 
Training Workshop on May 12-13, 2016.  The workshop was for elected officials, supervisors, appointed 
department directors, city secretaries and other city officials.  Some of the subjects that were covered 
were Municipal Finance, Ethics for Elected Officials and Administration; Open Government and Engaging 
your Community through Social Media. 

 

THE COUNCIL 

Mayor:  George Rivera 

Mayor Pro-Tem:  John Widger 

Councilmembers:  Joe Jones,  

Julie C Martin, Cynthia A Thompson, 

Debe Wright 

 

 

City Hall / Muni Court 423-8384 

Police Dept 873-1500 

Water Services 423-4040 

City Website:  www.palmvalleytx.com 

 

 

Save the Date for the 4th of July Parade to be held again this July 4th!  Decorate your carts, 
kids, dogs, & vehicles!  Keep an eye out in Nextdoor for more info! 

http://www.palmvalleytx.com/


2nd Annual Palm Valley Fun Run/Walk Winners Podium 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

All our kid, teen and adult winners had their special moment on the podium! 
(not all winners were available for pictures on the podium) 

 



2nd Annual Palm Valley Fun Run/Walk Winners Podium 
 

We had several age categories this 

for our Fun Run/Walk.  The winners 

are as follows in order of first, 

second, & third place. 

1 Mile Girls – Adelina Flores, Abril 

Flores, Lauren Salazar 

1 Mile Boys – Jayden de la Rosa, 

Ben Roel, Julian Salazar 

 

5K age categories: 

9 & under Girls – Daniella Hernandez, Amber Loewe, Taylor Colvin 

9 & under Boys – Tristan Bain, Jayden De La Rosa, Jake Medina 

10-15 Girls – Lauren Caldwell, Briana Chapa, Bianca Loewe 

10-15 Boys – Martin Lopez, Danny Diaz, Alejandro Rodriguez 

16-19 Male – Nathan Tovar 

20-29 Females – Abby Garcia, Kristyne Simpson, Katy Albritton 

20-29 Males – Juan De La Rosa, Alex Cuellar, Hunter Snell 

30-39 Females – Jennifer Loewe, Priscilla Flores, Natali Coronado 

30-39 Males – Joel Reyer, Jorge Paez, Efrain Guerra 

40-49 Females – Patty Palmero, Dolores Garza, Myrna Fajardo 

40-49 Males – Dean Garza, Jaime Rocha, Rod Snell 

50-59 Females – Sugar Benavides, Irma Ramirez, Irene Molina 

50-59 Males – Joseph O’Gwynn, Michael Hobaugh, Joseph Lopez 

60+ Females – Lupita Gorman, Esperanza Fajardo, Bibi Valdez 

60+ Males – Rich Pitrogallo, Denny Pehrson 

 

And finally, we had a best overall winner for the 5K Run in 

both the female and male category.  Our best overall 

female runner in the 5K run was Analiza Rodriguez 

who finished at 19.1 minutes and is only 14 years old!  

Congrats to Analiza!  Our best overall male runner was 

Amado Casas who finished with 19.05 minutes at the age 

of 35!  Way to go! 

 

1 Mile Kids Fun Run Start 

5K Run/Walk Start 


