Palm Valley City Council

Minutes

Regular Meeting

July 23, 2012

The City Council for the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 23rd day of July 2012, at 1:30 p.m., 1313 Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following people:
MAYOR
               Dean Hall
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT 
Marvin Hendrix,  Bill Werley, Sr., Debe Wright and John 
Widger
ABSENT:

Ray Anzaldua
CITY ATTORNEY


William Wepfer, City Attorney
CITY SECRETARY


Sylvia R. Trevino
Staff Present:



A. R. Garcia, Chief of Police






Rosendo Flores, Public Works (Supervisor)

1) CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Hall called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Hall led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3) PUBLIC COMMENTS
Georgiana Matz highly encouraged the Council to take advantage of the training that is offered by the Texas Municipal League.  Ms. Matz commented that the training seminars offered by TML to governing bodies, in turn, helps the entire community.

Cheryl Faxon stated that she was invited to be a member of the Task Force on security issues.  She reported on the meeting that was held and she stated that she was assured by a Council member on the Task Force that there would be action item on this agenda and questioned why it was not.

Secondly, Ms. Faxon stated that there was word that requests for three bids had been solicited for gating the entrances into Palm Valley.  If in fact, the entrances are going to be gated at night  Ms. Faxon was of the opinion that this information should be disseminated to the general public and also verified that this is something that can be done.

At this point Mayor Hall explained how citizen communication works and indicated the Council is not allowed to respond to citizen comments.

4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 25, 2012

There being no corrections to the minutes Councilman Hendrix made a motion to approve the minutes.  
Councilman Werley seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.
 5)
ACTION TAKEN TO APPOINT A BUDGET COMMITTEE

Mayor Hall recommended the appointment of Councilman Anzaldua and asked for a second member.  
Councilwoman Wright offered to be a part of the Budget Committee.


Councilman Hendrix made a motion to accept the appointment of Councilman Anzaldua and 
Councilwoman Wright to the Budget Committee..

Councilman Widger seconded the motion.




Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.
6) REPORT FROM THE TASK FORCE REGARDING THEIR DISCUSSION ON SECURITY MEASURES FOR THE CITY FROM THEIR MEETING HELD ON JULY 16, 2012

Councilman Werley reported on the meeting that was held regarding security measures.  The Task Froce 
met to gather ideas for stopping the recent crime in Palm Valley.  He thanked Ms. Faxon for collecting 
feedback from the community and summarized the discussion held at the meeting.

Referring to the list of suggestions that were made (which were included in the agenda packet),  
Councilman Werley highlighted the following:


1) night closures to City entrances – the most common suggestion.  Three bids are being solicited.  Mayor 
Hall explained that the City can do the night gating of the entrances to the community.  This is not 
closing 
the streets, just restricting access between certain hours of the night.  Some minor discussion followed 
and a comment was made that this would be a ‘temporary’ solution to a long term problem.  Mr. Wepfer 
commented that it would depend on what the City wanted to do.


2)  ordinance requiring fencing by the residents with open spaces.  Mr. Wepfer stated that as a general 
law city we would have to look for a statute that would give the City this authority.  He stated that he has 
not been able to find such a statute.  He referred to the fence on Wilson and Stuart whereby the City put this 
fence at its own expense.  Now, we are going to ask that the citizens with the open areas to pay for their 
fences 
– how do we justify this?


Mr. Wepfer commented that if we appeal to their sense of ownership and ask them to pay for the fence, the 
residents could come back and ask why do we have to pay for it?  There is not an easy answer.


Mayor Hall explained that letters had been mailed to about 17 residents encouraging them to fence their 
properties


3) ‘decoy’ – Mayor Hall explained that it would take about a year to procure a ‘decoy’ vehicle because of 
the process involved.   One of the police vehicles will be replaced this coming fiscal year and at that time a 
decision can be made whether to keep the old vehicle as a decoy.


6) Stickers – about 500 were given to Councilman Werley and he explained that these stickers with 
emergency numbers would be mailed out with the statements from the Harlingen Country Club to its 
membership.  He also stated that he would be placing them throughout various areas at the Country Club.


8)  Safety assessment – any officer on patrol can do this as a courtesy to the residents if they just call the 
police number (873-1500).


9) tracking devices – A legal opinion would need to be obtained on this suggestion.


10) City’s membership in the NextDoor blog.  A question was raised as to why the City has not joined 
this website.  Mayor Hall explained the City has its own website and this could be set up as a link on the 
City’s website but as long as he was Mayor he would not allow City membership into it and made reference 
to a Harlingen blog that trashed citizens and ruined some reputations.


Continuing with the report, Councilman Werley suggested motion sensor devices at each entrance that 
would detect the license plates.  He also suggested a monthly ad or some type of write up in the local 
newspaper that would reflect Palm Valley’s success in implementing some of the ideas that would help 
to decrease the crime.


Mayor Hall thanked the Task Force and explained what the City has done. He explained that there are about 
15 security lights now installed along Dilworth Road; a letter will be sent to the residents highlighting what 
the City can and cannot do and offering the policemen services; the stickers can be included with the letter.


John Hollingsworth asked if the citizens are taking advantage of the special patrol service when they are 
gone for a period of time.  Officer McGinnis replied that there are about 15-20 forms that are submitted on 
a monthly basis. These are from residents who actually sign up for the service.  A suggestion was made that 
the form also be included in the letter to the residents.


Councilman Werley commented that it is important that the “crooks” are aware that Palm Valley is not an 
easy take.

7) CONSENT AGENDA:
a. Police Report – June 2012 – Officer McGinnis gave the police report for June 2012 and informed the Council of his resignation, effective July 27, 2012.  He reported that the crime rate dropped to almost nothing since the publicity in the media.  Almost all of the crime in June is attributed to the same person.  There were 11 burglaries and 5 attempted burglaries; 1 burglary of a shed; 2 burglaries of a vehicle; 3 thefts; 1 family violence; 2 criminal trespasses and 1 criminal mischief.  He indicated that so far the measures that have been implemented have had a positive impact.

b. Municipal Court report – June 2012 – No discussion.


Councilman Hendrix made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilman Widger seconded the 
motion.



Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

8)
  CHECK LISTINGS AND MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE CITY OF PALM 
       
  VALLEY AND THE WATER SERVICE FOR JUNE 2012 APPROVED
       
  There being no discussion, Councilman Hendrix made a motion to approve the check listings and monthly 
  
  financial reports for the City and the Water Service for June 2012.

  Councilman Werley seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

9)
INVESTMENT REPORTS FOR JUNE FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND THE WATER 
SERVICE APPROVED


Councilman Werley asked about Federal National Mortgage Association shown on the investment report.  
Mayor Hall explained that the bank is required to have pledged securities to back up our City funds and that 
is done through FNMA.

There being no further questions, Councilman Werley made a motion to approve the investment reports for 
both the City and the Water Service for the month of June.


Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

13) 
PURCHASE REQUESTS – NONE
14)     ADJOURN

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 2:16 p.m. upon a motion by 
Councilman 
Werley and seconded by Councilman Widger.

_______________________________

Dean Hall, Mayor
Attest:

_____________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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