Palm Valley City Council

Minutes

Regular Meeting

June 18, 2013

The City Council for the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 18th day of June 2013, at 5:00 p.m., 1313 Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following people:
MAYOR 

John Cutney
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT 
John Widger, Debe Wright, Bill Werley, Sr., Julie C. Martin, 
Joe Jones
CITY ATTORNEY


William Wepfer, City Attorney
CITY SECRETARY


Sylvia R. Trevino
Staff Present:



A. R. Garcia, Chief of Police





Rosendo Flores, Waterworks Supervisor




1) CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Cutney called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Cutney led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3) PUBLIC COMMENTS
Jesse Trevino, 1400 Palm Valley East, was present and expressed concern over the policy regarding the issuance of parking permits.  He explained that he previously requested three permits and was denied twice.  He asked that the City Council establish specific rules for the issuance of parking permits rather than giving the Chief of Police discretion and authority.  He further asked that this be considered an agenda item in the future.
4) MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF 5/20/13 AND SPECIAL MEETING OF 5/28/2013 APPROVED

Councilman Widger noted a correction to Page 3, Line 38.  The sentence should be changed to reflect 
….…from the 1st Monday to the ‘4th’ Monday.

An additional corrected noted by Councilman Widger was on Page 5, Item 16.  The sentence will now read  
“Doing this would provide savings on the electric bill by 20% based upon an improved SEER.”


Councilman Werley made a motion to approve the minutes with the noted corrections to the minutes of 
5/20/13 and the minutes of 5/28/13 as presented.

Councilman Widger seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
5)
CITY’S FINANCIAL AUDIT FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2012 PRESENTED 
AND ACCEPTED BY CITY COUNCIL

Quentin Anderson, representing Long Chilton LLP, briefed the Council on the City’s annual audit and made 
reference to several pages from the audit that was included in the Council’s agenda packets.  He briefed the 
Council on the City’s assets and liabilities and net assets; the breakdown on investments; revenues and 
expenses.  He noted that revenues fell short of expenses but the City has 3 months of reserves and a fund 
balance of $260,000 in the general fund.   He commented that the budget throughout the year was not 
amended enough to account for the differences and this requires monitoring throughout the year.


Mayor Cutney thanked Mr. Anderson for his presentation and honest explanation of the City’s audit 
observations.


Councilman Widger made a motion to accept the City’s audit as presented.


Councilman Werley seconded the motion.



Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

6) BRIEFING BY STAFF ON HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS

Chief Garcia explained that the Police Department is prepared to temporarily close those streets that would 
be affected by heavy rains and high water.  The Police Department’s two trucks would be utilized for 
patrols/emergency assistance in the case of flooding.  He explained that he submitted an application to the 
Texas 1033 Surplus Supply Program which issues military equipment to police department for their use.  If 
approved, the Police Department would request a Humvee-type vehicle for use in case of emergencies such 
as hurricanes and floods.  This vehicle would become property of the City.


He added that in case of a major hurricane, the County would deliver any assistance items to the parking 
lot of the old Maverick Market next to City Hall with City Hall being the secondary location.


As for radios, Chief Garcia stated that he has 10 short wave 2-way radios. Six of those radios would be 
issued to the Mayor and the City Council and depending on where they reside within the City; most of the 
City would be covered with the exception of the southwest side of the City.  He would consider soliciting 1-
2 volunteers from this area to ensure coverage throughout the City.


Chief Garcia added that several links would be added to the City’s website to ensure that the residents have 
the necessary information to ensure they will be prepared for any situation that may arise. 

Rosendo Flores, Waterworks Supervisor, explained that his department was also prepared for a possible 
hurricane.  He would ensure that all public works equipment in good repair and working order, adequate 
personnel would be on standby; he would ensure adequate barricades were available and he would stock an 
adequate supply of non-perishable food and water for any essential personnel that are required to remain on 
site.  He further reported that all storm drain inlets have been inspected and cleaned out and all drainage 
pipes at the Golf Course lakes have been cleaned out.  He stated that he currently has approximately 
5,000 sand bags and fourteen yards of sand.  More will be ordered as needed.  As for the sewer plant 
operations, all three generators have been inspected and fueled up and all loose items around the shop area 
will be stored inside the shop.


Mr. Flores stated that about 72 hours before a hurricane hits he would notify the Harlingen Country Club 
to empty the lakes.


Chief Garcia spoke further on the issues with high water especially at the entrance to the city at El Camino 
Real.  He stated that his officers will block off the street with barricades but more cones are needed.  He 
added that if the City were awarded the Hum-vee he would come back to the Council for official acceptance 
of the vehicle being that there will be recurring maintenance costs associated with the vehicle.


Chief Garcia added that Palm Valley falls out of the mandatory evacuation route.  Residents would not be 
required to evacuate but could chose to do so by their own will.

7) RESOLUTION ADOPTED DESIGNATING THE CITY SECRETARY AS THE CITY’S PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER

   Councilwoman Wright made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.

   Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.
8) COUNCILMAN JOE JONES APPOINTED AS THE CITY’S REPRESENTATIVE TO SERVE ON THE SOUTH TEXAS EMERGENCY CARE FOUNDATION, INC. (STECF, INC.) BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Councilman Widger made a motion to accept Mayor Cutney’s recommendation to appoint Councilman 
 
Joe Jones as the City’s representative on the South Texas Emergency Care Foundation, Inc. (STECF, 
   
Inc. Board of Directors.

     Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.



Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously. 
9) AMNESTY PROGRAM APPROVED TO RUN THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF JULY


The City Secretary explained this would be the second year for this program.  There are many cases on file 
that need to be cleared.  She noted that she would rather try and do something about these outstanding cases 
than to sit and do nothing.  The bigger expense to implement this program was the ad announcement which  
cost $240 last year.  She noted that she would try to see if the newspaper could just run a story or an article 
instead of running an ad.

  
Councilman Widger stated that he was against the implementation of this program because he felt it was not 
cost effective.  The revenue from the amnesty program last year was not that much and his other concern is 
the potential investment of $1,000-$2,000 for running the notice in the newspaper.  He would rather 
continue the existing process of having a reserve officer come in and work on the warrants himself.  Chief 
Garcia stated that the reserve officer comes in once a week and works for about 7-8 hours working on 
nothing but warrants.

Councilman Jones made a motion to authorize the implementation of the amnesty program throughout the 
month of July.


Councilman Werley seconded the motion.


Mayor Cutney took the votes and voting was as follows:



Aye:  Jones, Werley, Wright, Martin



Nay:  Widger


The motion carried 4 to 1.

10) JULY 5TH (2013) AUTHORIZED AS AN ADDITIONAL DAY OFF FOR CITY EMPLOYEES IN OBSERVANCE OF THE JULY 4TH HOLIDAY

Mayor Cutney stated that this would allow the city employees a long weekend to observe the 4th of July 
              holiday since the holiday falls on a Thursday this year.  

Councilman Werley made a motion to authorize the extra day off for city employees as recommended by 
the Mayor.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.



Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

11)
RESOLUTION APPROVED TO SUPPORT A TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY (TCEQ) NONPOINT SOURCE PROGRAM GRANT PROPOSAL IN CONJUNCTION
            
WITH 
THE LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY TPDES STORM WATER TASK FORCE AND 
THE ARROYO 
COLORADO WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP


Mayor Cutney explained this was to implement some of the requirements for obtaining grant money to clean 
out the lakes especially #3 which borders the sewer plant.  This will only mitigate the flooding in Palm 
Valley but will not resolve the flooding issue completely.


Councilwoman Wright asked if the City’s matching portion was allocated yet.  Mayor Cutney replied this 
would be a future project for the new fiscal year; however, the City currently has $200,000.


Mayor Cutney briefed the Council on his meeting with the Harlingen Country Club Board to see if they 
could come up with 50% of the City’s match.  He commented that the City does not have to accept the grant 
but there is a good chance that the City would be awarded the grant for this project.

Mayor Cutney further added that the City is not obligated to complete the project within a year but it can be 
done in phases and he added that it is very important to resolve the issue with Lake #3.


Councilwoman Wright made a motion to approve the resolution supporting the grant application.


Councilman Widger seconded the motion.



Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

   12)
CONSENT AGENDA:

            

A.  Monthly Police Report – 
B. Monthly Municipal Court Report

Both reports were included in the agenda packets. There being no major discussion on the monthly reports, 
Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the monthly police report.

Councilman Widger seconded the motion.


Councilman Werley made a motion to approve the monthly Municipal Court report.


Councilman Jones seconded the motion.



Mayor Cutney took the votes on the motions and they carried unanimously.

13)     CHECK LISTING AND MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY                            
AND THE WATER SERVICE FOR MAY 2013 APPROVED


After the review of the check listing and financial report, Councilman Widger made a motion to approve 
them.


Councilman Jones seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

14)    INVESTMENT REPORT FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND THE WATER SERVICE 
FOR MAY 2013 APPROVED

Councilwoman Widger made a motion to approve the investment report as presented.


Councilman Jones seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

      15)
PURCHASE REQUEST


A.  Additional surveillance cameras related equipment – Chief Garcia explained that once the 
surveillance system is in place there is a need to have access to the cameras in the PD vehicle.  This would 
require the purchase of a laptop.  It is a laptop that is especially recommended for police work that is heat 
resistant and impact resistant.  It is also necessary to have an air card with Internet capability which would 
run about $50 per month.


Additionally, a TV would be required in the squad room to view the four cameras showing live feed.  
These cameras could also be viewed on the personal computers, i.e. on the Mayor’s or the City Secretary’s 
personal desk computers.   The video will keep about 45 days of footage then it will record over.


Councilman Werley made a motion to authorize the purchases as recommended by the Chief for an 
approximate cost of $3,000 and to adjust the budget accordingly.


Councilman Widger seconded the motion.



Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

  16)     ADJOURN

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:06 p.m. upon a motion by 
Councilman 
Werley and seconded by Councilman Jones.

_______________________________

John M. Cutney, Mayor 
Attest:

_____________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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