PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING

OCTOBER 30, 2013

The City Council for the City of Palm Valley met in Special Session on the 30th day of October 2013 at 3:30 p.m., 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor




John M. Cutney


Council members


John Widger, Julie C. Martin, Joe Jones







Debe Wright, Bill Werley, Sr.


City Attorney



Bill Wepfer


City Secretary


Sylvia R. Trevino


Staff Present:



A. R. Garcia, Chief of Police

1) CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cutney called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Cutney led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS

Earline Scott reported an overgrown property located on Loquat Drive.  Mayor Cutney assured her that staff would take the appropriate steps necessary to notify the property owner.

Joe Neeley commented on a group meeting that he attended and stated that word is out in the community about the speed limit issue in Palm Valley.  Several of those that attended the group meeting live in Palm Valley.  Mr. Neeley commented that a petition had been previously submitted to the Council with 191 names on the petition and the item regarding the speed limit had not even been placed back on the agenda for consideration.

Mayor Cutney reminded him that a ‘petition’ had not been submitted.  It was only a list with names on it.

Joe Neeley asked that there be a response to the citizens of Palm Valley.

4) CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 551, SUBCHAPTER D., V.T.C.A. GOVERNMENT CODE, SECTION 551.071: CONSULTATION WITH CITY ATTORNEY TO SEEK LEGAL ADVICE REGARDING THE LAWSUIT FILED KNOWN AS MATT GORGES, ET. AL. VS CITY OF PALM VALLEY, 2013-DCL-6766-C IN THE 197TH DISTRICT COURT OF CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS.
Councilman Werley made a motion to go into Executive Session pursuant to Chapter 551, Subchapter D., V.T.C.A. Government Code, Section 551.071: consultation with City Attorney to seek legal advice regarding the lawsuit filed known as Matt Gorges, Et. AL. vs City of Palm Valley, 2013-DCL-6766-C in the 197th District Court of Cameron County, Texas.
Councilman Widger seconded the motion.

The Executive Session convened at 5:04 p.m. and concluded at 5:47 p.m. with no action taken in closed session.

5) DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO PROCEED WITH THE INSTALLATION OF GATES (TEMPORARY) AND GATE UPGRADES AT THE FOLLOWING ENTRANCES TO THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY: 1) BOUGAINVILLEA; 2) LEMON; 3) LA CANA: 4) LOQUAT; 5) TANGERINE AND 6) BELLINO ------ TABLED

Returning back in open session, Councilwoman Wright made a motion to table this item and refrain from proceeding with the installation of the gates pending discussion and negotiations with the plaintiffs.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.



Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously

6) DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO HIRE OUTSIDE LEGAL REPRESENTATION TO DEFEND THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY IN THE LAWSUIT FILED KNOWN AS MATT GORGES, ET. AL VS CITY OF PALM VALLEY, 2013-DCL-6766-C IN THE 197TH DISTRICT COURT OF CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS.  ------  TABLED

Councilman Werley made a motion to table this item pending discussion and negotiations with the plaintiffs.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.



Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

_________________________

John M. Cutney, Mayor

Attest:

___________________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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