PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 17, 2013

The City Council for the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 17th day of December 2013 at 5:00 p.m., 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor 



John M. Cutney

Council members


John Widger, Julie C. Martin, Joe Jones







Debe Wright, Bill Werley, Sr.


City Attorney



Bill Wepfer


City Secretary


Sylvia R. Trevino


Staff Present:



A. R. Garcia, Chief of Police







Rosendo Flores, Waterworks Supervisor

1)  CALL TO ORDER

      Mayor Cutney called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2)  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
     Mayor Cutney led the Pledge of Allegiance

3)  PUBLIC COMMENTS

Earline Scott, 1917 Loquat, commented that the firemen could not get the fire hydrant          plug opened during the recent fire that occurred on Guava.  Rosendo Flores will check this out.

Ms. Scott also asked if they could get a speed hump on Loquat at any place coming in from Wilson.

4)  DISCUSSION REGARDING THE LANDSCAPING PROJECT ALONG             STUART PLACE ROAD

Councilwoman Martin distributed some handouts with some sample signs that were discussed among the Beautification Committee members.
She indicated that Valley Proud has opened up a door in that there is a known grant writer, Patricia Alexander, which can assist with obtaining a grant.  The easiest way would be to start with the area alongside Jack Nicklaus and this would open doors for continuing the project along Stuart Place Road.  Ms. Alexander charges a fee but she is willing to prepare the application and if a grant is not approved then she does not get paid.  Councilwoman Martin explained that Ms. Alexander was going to assess the land along Stuart Place but she then found out the City had a grassy area alongside Jack Nicklaus and she felt this would be the place to start.

When asked who the Committee members are, Councilwoman replied:


Angela Wolf


Jimmie Traylor


Diane Stone


Fara Jones


Ann Blankenship


Jessie Wade

Councilwoman Martin stated that she has been unable to get a landscape designer who works with TxDOT.

She spoke about new bids she received for smaller scaled signs for the entryways into Palm Valley.  She noted that the electricity for the lighted signs would be the City’s responsibility.  She indicated that the first signs would go at El Camino Real.

The issue on electricity to the signs was discussed.  Rosendo Flores commented that boring would need to be done underneath the street and across El Camino Real.

Councilwoman Martin commented that the Committee was not so much in favor of native plants but water would still be needed.  She stated she had a good bid from David Purl who came up with some clever ideas at a very reasonable cost.  She commented a lot would be dependent on whether the entire wall is landscaped or only partial.
Earline Scott asked why residents along the wall couldn’t donate funds.  She stated she would be willing to donate.  Councilwoman Martin replied that discussion has been held on general donations.

At this time Councilman Jones arrived. (5:19 p.m.)

Councilwoman Martin closed by stating that she also wants to see what the grant writer can do for the project.

5)  APPROVAL OF THE ‘YARD OF THE MONTH’ PROJECT

Councilwoman Martin explained that one of the things the Committee wanted to do is a ‘yard of the month’.  The project would start in January and the Committee already has the first month’s winner.  The winner would then get to choose the next month’s winner.  The Council would get to choose best décor for Halloween and Christmas.  The Committee is willing to give this a try.  The cost of the sign would come out of the money budgeted for the landscaping project.

Councilwoman Martin commented that maybe by doing this it would be an incentive for others to take care of their lawns.

Edna Butler suggested that the winner could be in the newspaper or the newsletter.

Councilwoman Martin stated that if this project does not work, they have other options. She explained that the reason for the selected winner for January was that it is on a main drive, on the corner and it is beautifully landscaped.

Councilman Widger made a motion to authorize the expenditure for the sign with Councilwoman Martin making the decision on the specifics of the yard of the month sign.

Councilman Werley seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
6)  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: REGULAR MEETING OF OCTOBER 21, 2013;           REGULAR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 19, 2013 and SPECIAL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 26, 2013 
There being no corrections to the minutes of October 21, 2013, Councilman Werley made a motion to approve them as presented.

Councilman Widger seconded the motion.

Regarding the minutes of November 19, 2013, Councilman Widger asked for re-wording on Page 2 on the street sealing project.  He indicated that for clarification the wording be revised to stating that the resealing would run significantly less if the City did it.

With the noted re-wording, Councilman Werley made a motion to approve the minutes.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.


Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no corrections to the minutes of November 26, 2013 Councilman Widger made a motion to approve them as presented.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

7) LETTER OF SUPPORT AUTHORIZED FOR THE STRATEGIC WATER   MANAGEMENT PLAN AS REQUESTED BY THE RIO GRANDE REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY

The City Secretary explained this letter of support was being requested by the LRGV Development Council on behalf of the Rio Grande Regional Water Authority.  The Authority is applying for a Valley Strategic Water Management Planning Grant and they are requesting letters of support from  Valley cities.

Councilman Widger commented that there is no cost to the City.

At this time, Earline Scott asked about the letters that have been sent out from HomeServe offering insurance on the water lines.  Ms. Trevino explained that it is a letter that can be tossed aside unless the property owner wants to apply for this type of insurance. However, it is not a letter associated with the City at all.
Councilman Jones made a motion to authorize the letter of support being requested by     the Development Council.
      Councilman Widger seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

8)   DISCUSSION HELD REGARDING THE MATERIAL PURCHASED FOR THE TEMPORARY GATING PROJECT
            Councilman Widger reminded the Council that at the last meeting the Council voted to rescind the contract with Hurricane Fence and the lawsuit against the City was dismissed.


Councilman Widger added that there was discussion that Hurricane Fence would try to sell the material but the Council has options to accelerate that process.


Councilman Jones suggested that, perhaps, the Mayor could negotiate with Hurricane Fence.  Hurricane Fence has agreed to store the materials until February at no charge.  After that there would be a charge.  However, if Hurricane Fence is able to sell the materials before then, everyone is happy.  If not, than the City should offer a discounted price.

Mayor Cutney asked that the Council give him until the next meeting to talk to Mr. Garrison to work out something.


Councilman Widger made a motion to authorize the Mayor to negotiate terms with Hurricane Fence and report at the next meeting.


Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those   present.

9)   CONSENT AGENDA:

a. Police Monthly Report – November 2013
b. Municipal Court Monthly Report – November 2013

c. Monthly Check Listing – November 2013

d. Monthly Financial Report – November 2013

e. Investment Report – November 2013

Councilman Werley asked that now that the cameras are up have they given any data      or information.

Chief Garcia replied that there have been no incidents that would require the viewing from the cameras.  All the cameras are recording and are ‘live’.  The company is scheduled to come back and fine tune all of them.

Councilman Werley asked is there someone viewing the cameras at all times or just when there is an incident.  Chief Garcia replied both.  As the officers come in and out of the station they view the monitor.  If a report comes in they can then view the camera for specifics.  The film has a memory of six weeks.

Councilman Werley made a motion to approve the consent agenda.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

10) BUDGET ADJUSTMENT APPROVED

Councilman Widger explained the need for the addition of the PEG fee line item.  He explained that another franchise check from Time Warner Cable had been received by the City and the addition of the line item to the budget was to account for this amount.

Councilman Werley made a motion to approve the budget adjustment in the amount of $985.96.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

At this time, Mayor Cutney thanked Councilman Widger for serving as Mayor Pro Tem while he was out of the country.  He thanked the Council for the action they took with regards to the lawsuit.  The Council acted in good faith and in the best interest of the citizens.

11) CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING ATTORNEY CONSULTATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.071 (CHAPTER 551, SUBCHAPTER D., V.T.C.A. GOVERNMENT CODE) TO PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE AND COUNSEL IN CONNECTING WITH THE PENDING LAWSUIT STYLED AND NUMBERED MATT GORGES, ET AL VS CITY OF PALM VALLEY, CAUSE NO 2013-DCL-6766-C (197TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS)

This Closed/Executive Session was not held.

There being no further business, Councilman Widger made a motion to adjourn.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

_____________________________

John M. Cutney, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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