PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

June 16, 2015

The City Council of the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 16th day of June 2015 at 5:00 p.m., 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor



George Rivera

Council members

John Widger, Joe Jones, Debe Wright, 


Julie Martin, Cissie NeSmith

City Secretary
Sylvia R. Trevino


City Attorney


Jason Mann

City Staff:


Rosendo Flores, Waterworks Supervisor






A. R. Garcia, Chief of Police
1)
CALL TO ORDER


Mayor Rivera called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Mayor Rivera led the Pledge of Allegiance.

8)
 CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING ATTORNEY CONSULTATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.071 (CHAPTER 551, SUBCHAPTER D., V.T.C.A. TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE) TO PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE AND COUNSEL IN CONNECTION WITH THE STREET PROJECT CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS.

The Closed/Executive Session convened at 5:01 p.m. upon a motion by Councilman Widger and a second by Councilwoman NeSmith.

The Closed/Executive Session concluded at 5:30 p.m. with no action taken in closed session.

9) ACTION TAKEN REGARDING THE STREET PROJECT CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS

Returning back to open session, Councilman Jones made a motion to  continue the street project as contracted with Rhyner Construction and authorize David Flinn, the City Engineer, to submit a letter to Rhyner Construction advising him of the default in the project.
Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

10) PRESENTATION BY ROLLINS KOPPEL REGARDING A DONATION OF FUNDS FOR THE CREATION OF A PROPOSED CITY PARK ON CITY OWNED PROPERTY ALONG THE DRAINAGE DITCH ON JACK NICKLAUS DRIVE

Mr. Koppel was present and informed the Council of his desire to donate funds for the creation of a park for children to play, all in memory of his wife Amy.  He presented a rendering of the proposed park.
Mr. Nick Pasquale with Meg Jorn Architecture, explained the rendering as presented to the Council that would include a center trail, sidewalks, parking, play pen and swings and fencing to prevent any accidents related to the drainage culverts in the property.

Mayor Rivera added that this would be a wonderful legacy for Mrs. Koppel and that showing the rendering is a good start.  The park is in the preliminary stages only and he is asking the Council’s support at this time.

There was a consensus among the Council that there are many issues that would need to be addressed to make sure the City’s responsibilities are understood with a project such as this and the effect it will have on the neighboring residents.

Mayor Rivera again asked for the Council’s permission to go forward with the rendering and to allow the architect to seek the type of equipment that would be proposed. He felt this was a great opportunity for the City of Palm Valley.  He understands that this project will require input from every Council member to discuss issues related to the project.

Councilman Widger made a motion to allow Mr. Koppel to continue to provide more details, offer the Council’s support and to move forward to the next step.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Dick Faxon commented that the 15 mph on the curve at Bougainvillea is excessively low.  He felt this should be a topic of discussion for the next agenda.

Councilman Jones stated that the Council has talked about this before and it is the County’s signage, not the City’s.

4) MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 19, 2015 APPROVED

Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of May 19, 2015 as presented.

Councilman Widger seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

5) RESOLUTION APPROVED AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY TO PARTICIPATE WITH OTHER VALLEY CITIES IN TEXAS GAS SERVICE’S COST OF SERVICE ADJUSTMENT (COSA) FILING TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF THE CITY AND PROTECT THE INTEREST OF TGS CUSTOMERS RESIDING AND CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITHIN THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY; ACCEPTING THE CITY OF WESLACO AS THE LEAD MUNICIPALITY IN THIS EFFORT AND OTHER PROVISIONS AS OUTLINED IN THE RESOLUTION
City Secretary Trevino explained that this is annual filing by Texas Gas Service and stated that Ms. Naomi Perales, representing Texas Gas Service, was present to answer any questions the Council may have.

A question was asked of Ms. Perales as to how much of a percentage the increase to the customers’ bill would be.  Ms. Perales replied she did not know but would find out.

Councilman Widger made a motion to approve the resolution.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

7) APPOINTMENT OF NEW MEMBERS TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING  COMMISSION TABLED

Mayor Rivera informed the Council that all current members had been contacted and all expressed an interest to remain on the board except for Mr. Durivage.

Mr. Geane Gill, a local resident, stated that Mr. Durivage is one of the most qualified to serve on this Board.   He suggested a meeting of the Committee be held to review the purpose of the Planning and Zoning Committee and to review the roles of the members.  He added that Mr. Ken Jackson does a great job of chairing the meetings.

Mayor Rivera suggested that each Council member come up with a recommended name for the next meeting.

Councilman Widger made a motion to table this item.

Councilwoman NeSmith seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

12)       CONSENT AGENDA:

a. Police Monthly Report – May 2015

b. Municipal Court Monthly Report – May 2015

c. Monthly Check Listing – May 2015

d. Monthly Financial Report (budget) – May 2015

e. Monthly Investment Report – May 2015

Minor discussion was held on the police monthly report.

Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the consent agenda.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

13) ACTION TAKEN REGARDING THE CITY’S PARTICIPATION IN THE 4TH OF JULY PARADE

Mayor Rivera appointed Councilwoman Wright and NeSmith to coordinate the 4th of July parade along with Mrs. Rivera.  Ms. Jane Mercer will also help out.

Councilwoman NeSmith made a motion to authorize up to $400 as the City’s contribution towards the 4th of July Parade.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

11) CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING ATTORNEY CONSULTATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.071 (CHAPTER 551, SUBCHAPTER D., V.T.C.A. GOVERNMENT CODE) TO PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE AND COUNSEL AND PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.073 (CHAPTER 551, SUBCHAPTER D., V.T.C.A. TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE); DELIBERATIONS REGARDING GIFTS AND DONATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE DONATION OF FUNDS FOR THE CREATION OF A CITY PARK ON CITY OWNED PROPERTY ALONG THE DRAINAGE DITCH ON JACK NICKLAUS DRIVE
Councilwoman NeSmith made a motion to go into Closed/Executive Session.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.


Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously

by those present.

The Executive Session convened at 6:07 p.m. and concluded at 6:26 p.m. with no action taken in closed session.

6)
ACTION TAKEN TO APPROVE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND THE HARLINGEN COUNTRY CLUB FOR THE DISCHARGE OF THE CITY’S EFFLUENT INTO THE PONDS FOR IRRIGATION OF THE GOLF COURSE

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to approve the amendment to the contract that provides a one-year term to automatically renew for one year at the expiration of each term unless notice is given in writing at least one year prior to the expiration the applicable one year term.

Councilwoman NeSmith seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:22 p.m. upon a motion by Councilman Jones and a second by Councilwoman Martin.

_________________________________

George Rivera, Mayor

Attest:

________________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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