PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 18, 2015

The City Council of the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 18th day of August 2015 at 5:00 p.m. at 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor

         George Rivera


Council members:   John Widger, Debe Wright, Julie Martin, Cissie NeSmith


Absent:
         Joe Jones


City Secretary:         Sylvia R. Trevino

            City Attorney:
         Jason Mann


City Staff:
         A. R. Garcia, Chief of Police

                                             Rosendo Flores, Waterworks Supervisor

1) CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Rivera called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Rivera led the Pledge of Allegiance

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS

John Hollingsworth, 1417 Palm Valley Drive East, spoke about excellence among the city employees being unequal in every area.  Of particular mention was the Police force.  He explained that he was out of town for a few weeks and submitted a patrol request.  He was informed of an unlocked door in his house and Officer Cody Hunt had gone above and beyond to do everything he could to secure the door until such time that he (Mr. Hollingsworth) returned.  Mr. Hollingsworth felt that the City is very fortunate to have such a fine police department being led by example through the Police Chief.

Edna Butler, 5516 Palm Valley Drives North, stated that her husband had passed away recently. She wanted to thank the police department because as soon as she called on them they were there within a minute.  The police officers have checked with her periodically throughout this time and periodically check on her home as well.  Ms. Butler indicated that there is no way that she would move from the City to live elsewhere because of the responsiveness she has experienced with the police department.  They have been marvelous!

Dick Faxon, 5008 Sumatra, expressed dissatisfaction with the 15 mph speed limit along the curve on Dilworth Road.  He asked that this issue be placed on the Council’s October agenda.  He stated that it is too slow and that the speed limit should either be increased or the speed limit sign be removed entirely.

Mayor Rivera informed him that it is a speed limit that was imposed by the County and the City is not at liberty to change it.  Mr. Faxon felt that together the City and the County could make it a joint effort to change it.  He felt it was the Mayor’s job to take care of Palm Valley residents.
4) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL:  Regular Meeting and Workshop of July 21, 2015

Councilman Widger noted several corrections to be made to Page 2, 5 and 8.  The corrections will be made by the City Secretary.

Councilman Widger made a motion to approve the minutes with his corrections.

Councilwoman NeSmith seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

5)
ACTION TAKEN ON A DESIRED TAX RATE OF $0.452541 PER $100 VALUATION, RECORD VOTE TAKEN AND THE REQUIRED PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR AUGUST 18, 2015 AND SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 AT 5:00 P.M. APPROVED  
Councilman Widger explained that, for clarification purposes, the Council is not raising taxes this year.  The Appraisal District considers it an increase in revenue and the effective tax rate is the rate that would raise the same amount of property tax revenue for the City of Palm Valley from the same properties in both 2014 tax year and the 2015 tax year.  The budget will raise more property taxes than last year’s budget by $3,668 or 0.7% and of that amount $1,002 is tax revenue to be raised by new property added to the tax roll this year.

Councilman Widger made a motion to accept the proposed tax rate of $0.452541 per $100 valuation and to schedule the required two public hearings for August 18, 2015 @ 5:00 p.m. and September 10, 2015 @ 5:00 p.m.

Councilwoman NeSmith seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

6) (1ST) PUBLIC HEARING HELD TO SEEK COMMENTS FOR OR AGAINST THE PROPOSED TAX RATE OF $0.452541 PER $100 VALUATION

Mayor Rivera declared the public hearing open to seek comments for or against the proposed tax rate of $0.452541 per $100 valuation.

There being no comments from the public, Mayor Rivera declared the public hearing closed.

7)
      SEPTEMBER 15TH COUNCIL MEETING DATE CHANGED
Councilman Widger made a motion to change the Council Meeting scheduled for September 15 to September 10, 2015 to be able to meet the required deadlines for the adoption of the tax rate as set by the Cameron Appraisal District.

Councilwoman NeSmith seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

8) BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT’S CURRENT BUDGET APPROVED

Mayor Rivera explained that the overrun in the PD budget was due to overtime that was paid and having extra officers when they were needed.

Councilman Widger added that this was the opportunity to take $23,000 from the street project to allocate $20,000 to the police department’s budget and $3,000 to administration for legal fees and miscellaneous.  $220,000 was budgeted for the street project and he is of the opinion that the entire project will cost less than the original budget.

Councilman Widger made a motion to approve the budget adjustments as presented.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

9) RECOMMENDATION TO FILL VACANCY IN THE ZONING COMMISSION VACATED BY RECENTLY APPOINTED MEMBER APPROVED
Councilwoman NeSmith made a motion to accept the nomination of Ed Knetig to fill the vacancy left by Tom Keeler.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present. 

10) ORDINANCE ADOPTED CREATING A PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD

Mayor Rivera informed the Council that most cities have a Parks and Recreation Board to handle concerns regarding parks and recreation. Recreation for our city could include the fun runs, parades, addressing park perimeters, etc.

Councilwoman Martin made a motion to adopt the ordinance creating a Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to be composed of seven (7) members. Nominations to the Board will be submitted at the next  Council meeting.
Councilwoman NeSmith seconded the motion

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.


11)       A CITY WIDE CONTEST APPROVED FOR THE PUBLIC’S PARTICIPATION FOR THE DESIGN OF A NEW CITY LOGO;  CRITERIA ESTABLISHED; A DEADLINE ESTABLISHED AND AN AWARD FOR THE WINNER  AUTHORIZED
Everyone on the Council agreed that there should be a contest for a new city log.  It could be advertised in the City’s newsletter, on the Next Door Blog and on the City’s website.
Councilman Widger asked if the contest should be open to business members and family members of city residents.

Councilwoman Wright felt that we should not compete with commercial businesses.

The consensus was to award a monetary prize of $250.00

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to authorize the logo contest with the following criteria:

· Open to Palm Valley residents

· Be presented as a colored design

· On 8 ½”by 11” size

· Start date: as soon as the newsletter is published and the contest is advertised.  End Date:  October 1

· Can be in electronic version in PDF format

· Can be hand drawn sketches or professional renderings

· Provide copyrights

And authorize a cash prize of $ 250.00

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

12)  CONSENT AGENDA:


  A.  Police Monthly Report – July 2015


  B.  Municipal Court Monthly Report – July 2015

        C.  Monthly Check Listing – July 2015

        D.  Monthly Financial Report (budget) – July 2015

        E.  Monthly Investment Report – July 2015

There was brief discussion on the police report regarding some specific citations. The Police Chief will follow up.
There was also brief discussion on Citation No. 31 on the list regarding the less    than 30 day rentals occurring in the Las Provincias and Las Encantadas townhomes/condominiums.  Chief Garcia explained that citations have been issued accordingly and every day of non-compliance is a violation.  The owners of the units have been scheduled to appear in Court next week.

Councilman Widger made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. upon  motion by Councilwoman NeSmith and a second by Councilwoman Martin.

___________________________________

George Rivera, Mayor

Attest:

__________________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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